Ms. Ponicsan 




Building 9-108




IB Global Politics, 2022-2023
Welcome to IB Global Politics!  I am excited about having you as a member of my class, and I am looking forward to learning with you.  To guarantee an opportunity to discover in an academic environment, there are policies and procedures we all will adhere to.  
Please feel free to contact me with questions or concerns.



Rebecca.Ponicsan@osceolaschools.net or 407-935-3600 x. 02637
Course Objective: 

From IB: “The global politics course explores fundamental political concepts such as power, equality, sustainability, and peace in a range of contexts and at a variety of levels.  It allows students to develop an understanding of the local, national, international and global dimensions of political activity, as well as allowing them the opportunity to explore political issues affecting their own lives. Global politics draws on a variety of disciplines in the social sciences and humanities. It helps students to understand abstract political concepts by grounding them in real world examples and case studies, and also invites comparison between such examples and case studies to ensure a transnational perspective.  Developing international mindedness and an awareness of multiple perspectives is at the heart of this course. It encourages dialogue and debate, nurturing the capacity to interpret competing and contestable claims.  All standard level and higher-level students complete a common core under the central unifying theme of” people, power and politics". This consists of four core units: 1. Power, sovereignty and international relations, 2. Human rights, 3. Development and 4. Peace and conflict.  All standard level and higher-level students also undertake an engagement activity through which they study a political issue of interest experientially. Students complement their experiential learning with more theoretical perspectives from research and submit a written report summarizing their investigation.”  IB Global Politics is a web-enhanced course and internet access outside of school is required.
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Cell Phone Policy:

Per State law: All Osceola schools will be implementing new cell phone procedures for the upcoming school year to comply with Florida House Bill 379. This bill states that a student may not use a wireless communication device during instructional time, except when directed by a teacher solely for educational purposes.  As such, the wireless communication or other electronic devices, such as cell phones, must remain powered down, silenced, and stored out of sight during school hours unless permitted for academic purposes and on school vehicles. Visit the district’s website at www.osceolaschools.net or your school’s website to learn about how schools will implement procedures to ensure they adhere to state law and to find out about exceptions, such as when medically necessary and during school emergencies.
Teacher Responsibilities:

As you teacher your safety and wellbeing are very important to me.  It is also my responsibility to teach state standards, assess student progress and to communicate with students and parents/guardians. 

Office Hours:

I will respond to messages as soon as possible during the hours of c. 6:30 am to 3:00 pm, Monday-Friday.  If the message is received before or after that time I will respond as soon as I can the following morning.
Parent/Guardian Responsibilities:

Open communication is crucial.  Please know you can contact me via email (Rebecca.Ponicsan@osceolaschools.net), phone (407-935-3600 x. 02637) and Canvas.  
Student Responsibilities:
I want to see you all do well!  A few ways you can help do this will be to read directions carefully & be thorough.  Make sure to ask for help when you need it, that’s what I am here for. If you need to revise your work that’s ok, communicate with me, everyone makes mistakes it is part of learning.  Meet your due dates, if you can’t make sure to communicate with me so we can figure out what to do.  Makes sure you know how to get a hold of me, Canvas or email are the quickest ways. You can do it!  

Synchronous & Asynchronous Work (Classwork & Homework):

Learning will consist of both synchronous (together as a class) & asynchronous (by yourself).  We will be using FOCUS & Canvas.  All the work for the week will be posted from at least Monday to Monday.  Some assignments will need to be completed daily (Bell work) and others will have specific due dates.  If something is not finished during class time you may need to finish it by yourself.  All work can be turned in electronically, if you are having technology problems, please let me know ASAP so I can help you figure out how to fix the issue or what else we can do so you can still participate. 
Skills Section:
Students will learn “thinking and research skills such as comprehension, text analysis, transfer, and use of primary sources. The study of global politics enables students to critically engage with different and new perspectives and approaches to politics in order to comprehend the challenges of the changing world and become aware of their role in it as active global citizens. The aims of the global politics course are to enable students to: understand key political concepts and contemporary political issues in a range of contexts, develop an understanding of the local, national, international and global dimensions of political activity, understand, appreciate and critically engage with a variety of perspectives and approaches in global politics & appreciate the complex and interconnected nature of many political issues, and develop the capacity to interpret competing and contestable claims regarding those issues.”
Grading/Assessment:

You will be assessed through a variety of methods throughout the course, including written work, oral presentation, projects, group and whole class discussions, Case Study’s, Engagement Activity, Key Concepts and examinations.  All assessments are graded on a point system – greater the points available, greater the number of points an assignment is worth.  Students’ progress will be assessed though a variety of assignments, projects, quizzes and tests; each assigned a point value. Students will be expected to keep track of their own grades through FOCUS over the course of the term. 
Class work/Homework/Late work:

Class work will be assigned during class & will need to be completed within allotted class-time, unless otherwise indicated.  Students will receive a week’s worth assignments & dates on the first day of the school week.  To be successful in this course, it is essential to maintain attendance. You control some major factors for success in this course including your own behavior and attendance. Therefore, missed work on a suspension or unexcused absence will result in a zero, unless discussed with a parent and/or administrator for extenuating circumstances. Only medical or excused absences will be allowed to make-up work. Tests and quizzes must be made up within 2 days of the return to school. It is your responsibility to schedule this make-up outside of class time.  Check the board or for assigned homework and deadlines.  There will be daily bell work.  You must turn in all assignments on time.  All assignments are due when they are collected.  Late work will not be accepted without approval from the instructor. A daily deduction will apply.  All work for the Quarter must be submitted a minimum of 5 days before the end of the marking period. 

Osceola County School District Grading Scale: 

A=90-100 

B=80-89 

C=70-79 

D=60-69 

F=0-59 
Required Heading:

Your name

Class Period

***If you were absent on the due date, please note that on the top of your paper or the work will be counted as late. Work without a name will be counted as late.

Supplies:

College lined Paper or notebook.
Pens (must be blue or black ink) 
School computer and charger
Students are responsible for lost or damaged texts. 

Academic Honesty Policy: 

Integrity in your work is expected. Turning in work not your own, improperly documented, cheating & lying do not reflect integrity. These are serious issues that affect your future success in both academics & career. Plagiarism is attempting to represent someone else’s work as your own, includes copying from a classmate, internet, textbook, or another source. Ideas taken from creditable sources must also be properly documented. Fabrication or lying includes falsifying or making up data or information. Cheating includes using unauthorized notes or technology during tests, quizzes, or exams.   Any violation of the academic honesty policy will include parental & administrative involvement to determine appropriate disciplinary action. If academic dishonesty is suspected, a zero will be given until the situation is resolved & if determined will remain.   

Attendance/Absences:

Refer to the Attendance Policy located in your student Handbook.  You are responsible for obtaining and completing missing work.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check in with me.  When you miss an exam, or quiz you need to see me to establish an appropriate day for makeup.   Students may make up exams or quizzes before or after school, not during lunches.  Students need to make up work in a timely manner. 

Tardiness:

Tardiness will not be tolerated.  You must be in your seat & working on bell work when the tardy bell rings.  Per school policy, tardy students will be marked as late.

Class expectations:

Students are expected to be in uniform.  Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to start the day.  If a students’ needs materials for class, ask the teacher during the beginning of class.  Students are NOT allowed to chew gum or eat in class.  Any student found chewing gum will be asked to throw it away.   

Class Rules/Expectations:  

· You are late if you are NOT in the class before the last bell rings.

· Raise your hand before asking a question/offering a comment. 

· The use of electronic devices & headphones (Cell Phones, MP3 Players, etc.) is strictly prohibited. 

· No sleeping. 

· No eating or chewing gum in class.
· Be seated and ready to work when the bell rings.

· Respect classmates and teacher in words and action.
· Expect to participate and be accountable for your responsibilities.
· Speak one at a time in a large discussion and wait to be acknowledged before speaking.
· Prepare yourself for class, including materials and knowledge.
· Expect to work hard; engage yourself to be successful.
· Continually practice; learning is a process not a single action.
· Take time to plan carefully, make sure you know how long it will take you to complete tasks. 

All school rules must be followed even if they do not appear in this class syllabus or in the rules posted in the classroom.
